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Vocabulary for Reading: The Power of Words – A Randomised Trial Study
A vocabulary into comprehension intervention for struggling readers in Years 3 & 4

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This memorandum of understanding (MoU) explains what your school’s participation in this research trial will entail. If you agree to take part and accept the terms and conditions outlined below, please sign a copy of this form, and return by email to vocab@qub.ac.uk 

Aims of the project
The aim of this project is for schools to deliver the Vocabulary for Reading (VFR) intervention to targeted pupils in Y3 and Y4 between October 2024 and June 2026. This intervention was originally designed by developer Andy Taylor at FFT Literacy. During this study, Andy Taylor and colleagues from Fischer Family Trust (FFT) will deliver training to schools. The overall project will be led by a team of researchers (the project team) from Queen’s University Belfast (QUB) and Michigan State University (MSU). The team will oversee the project including recruitment, delivery and evaluation, and undertake data collection and analysis of Year 3 & 4 pupil tests and programme implementation data. The administration and delivery of training (including programme resources) and in-school support will be undertaken by FFT. The project is funded by the Nuffield Foundation [Grant number EDO /FR-000024043]. 

The project
Vocabulary for Reading (VfR) is a structured approach to teaching vocabulary to improve reading comprehension. Evidence from recent studies undertaken in Primary schools indicates that the intervention has positive impact of approximately five months additional progress when used as a targeted intervention with pupils struggling with vocabulary and reading comprehension, when compared to a control group.

The VfR intervention will be used in the project with targeted pupils in Years 3 & 4. The programme is designed to train teachers and teaching assistants to work with small groups of targeted pupils with lower vocabulary and comprehension skills. 
· Typically, pupils receive at least three 20-minute session of VfR per week in small groups of four, over sixteen weeks (four Year 3 group and four Year 4 group).

All schools will receive £400 following the completion of all project requirements with staff/school and with the required pupils, in recognition that participation will involve staff time to plan and deliver the intervention for schools in the treatment group, and time to set up and complete data collection at various points for schools allocated to either the treatment or control group. 

In addition, the grant from the Nuffield Foundation, will fund the cost of staff training, school support sessions and teacher manuals and programme game activities for schools to deliver the intervention. The overall cost of staff training, school support and teaching resources to deliver the Vocabulary for Reading (VfR) intervention, is usually in the region of £1,500-£2,500 per school (assuming delivery in schools over 3 years once staff is trained). 

	
This is a Randomised Trial: What does this mean for my school?

50 Participating Schools will be randomly allocated to either treatment or wait-control group:
· Treatment schools will deliver the intervention during the trial in academic year 2024-25
 
· Wait-control school will continue with usual teaching during the trial and from June 2025 the training and resources will be offered to them for delivery from September 2025.


	



	How are staff organised to deliver Vocabulary for Reading?

	
Every school must assign a senior leader or teacher-lead to oversee the project and data collection in their school, working with two teaching assistants to deliver the intervention to targeted pupils in treatment schools during Oct 2024 – Jun 2025, and in wait control schools from September 2025.

	What will staff training include?

	
Training will be delivered by the programme developer. Treatment schools will receive training during October 2024 and June 2025, and wait control schools from June 2025.

Staff training - Includes the following elements in the order numbered below:
1) 1.5hr online briefing session for school lead (Project overview).
2) ½ day online staff training for the school team (Word-selection aligned to class curriculum texts).
3) 1 day training (face-to-face for treatment schools and online for wait-control schools) on the programme key elements to upskill staff teams to deliver the intervention in school.
4) 1.5hr support session online for bespoke delivery staff support during implementation.
Resources for schools - Treatment schools will be provided with the following resources in September/October 2024 and wait-control schools in June/July 2025.
Each school will receive 3 manuals, including pupil and teaching resources for the school lead and two delivery staff, and two activity packs for delivery staff to implement the programme.

	

	

	How will the Vocabulary for Reading intervention be delivered in schools?

	Identifying eligible pupils: 
Schools must select 8 pupils (four from Year 3 and four from Year 4 respectively) in September 2024, who are eligible to receive the intervention using guidance provided. Eligible pupils are able to decode, but have poor vocabulary and struggle with comprehension.

	Delivery of VfR intervention:
· The 8 pupils selected to participate must complete two online reading tests: Complete the New-Group-Reading-Test (NGRT) reading test from GL-Assessment in Sep24 and Jun25, and the Access-Reading-Test (ART) from RS-Assessment  in Sep24, Mar25 and Jun25.
· Schools will be randomly allocated by the research team to either deliver the intervention (Treatment schools) or to act as a wait-control group who will continue with usual teaching during 2024-25 and who can deliver the intervention during 2025-26. 
Treatment schools will deliver the intervention to the 8 allocated pupils during academic year 2024-2025. During this time the 8 allocated pupils from the wait-control schools will continue with business as usual in their school.
· Sessions must be delivered in small groups of 4 pupils, at least three times per week for 20 minutes for sixteen weeks between October 2024 and June 2025 (treatment schools) and from September 2025 (wait-control schools).  

	What quality assurance will be required by the lead within schools?

	· The project lead in each school has the following responsibilities:
· Select the four eligible pupils in Year 3 and Year 4.
· Ensure parent-consent forms are completed and collected for the participating pupils (Information letter and consent form will be provided to schools).
· Ensure all data collection is completed at the allocated time during Sep24-July25. 
· Attend all training 
· Timetable the targeted intervention for systematic delivery 
· Provide additional support where necessary for Teaching Assistant delivery (EG: Joint dagnosis of eligible pupils, shared planning, model first session)
· Coaching model to support Teaching Assitant delivery when required
· Ensure pupil session attendance records are kept by TAs, and returned to project team.                                                                                                                                                                            
· Ensure Vocabulary Record Pupil Assessment Tool (using template provided) and return to QUB team termly.


	



School responsibilities:
1. The school will identify 8 eligible pupils in total (four from Year 3 and four from Year 4). 
2. In line with GDPR (EU) 2016/164, the school will send out parent information letters requesting opt-in consent for their child’s data to be shared with Queen’s University Belfast (QUB) during the project, (Parent information letter including parental opt-in consent will be sent to schools by QUB). The school will confirm with Joanne O’Keeffe vocab@qub.ac.uk when all parental consent agreement has been obtained.                                 Only the Year 3 and Year 4 pupils with parental consent for their data to be shared will be able to complete the online tests as scheduled.                                                 
3. Schools will return a completed pupil data set to QUB team using the secure method sent to the school for data transfer. The template which will include pupil information (School/address, UPN, Year gp, Class, DOB, Sex, FSM Ever 6, SEN, EAL, KS1 data, Phonics Check) and will be sent to schools for completion.  The QUB team will use the pupil data to set up the reading tests. 
4. All eligible pupils in Years 3 & 4 (four pupils per year group per school, 8 in total) will complete two standardised reading pre-tests in September 2024 and June 2025. In addition, one reading test will be completed in March 2025. The QUB team will set up the tests for the schools and send a code to schools to access this test for completion by the selected pupils. Both reading assessments will be purchased for schools. 
5. Schools will inform students who complete the reading tests with the selected pupils that they have a right to withdraw and not to have their data used.
6. The school will identify a staff team for this project including: an SLT leader/Literacy lead, 2 teaching assistant staff (who will deliver Vocabulary for Reading). The school will ensure that 3 staff attend fully funded training including (1.5hour briefing session, ½ day online training, one day face-to-face training, and one online support session).
7. Delivery staff in all treatment schools will complete a weekly Vocabulary Record Pupil Assessment Tool (using the template provided) and return to QUB team termly.
8. Treatment schools only: Participant staff will complete online survey following training. 
9. Treatment schools only: Participant staff will complete an online survey post implementation in 2025. 
10. Treatment school staff teams will complete a case-study about the intervention delivery and return to the project team by July 2025 (template will be provided by QUB team).
11. QUB will select a group of treatment schools to interview about implementation (June25). 
12. All schools - The school lead in each school will: 
· identify staff to be involved in the project, plan delivery with staff team, co-ordinate project delivery and quality assure progress (Treatment schools Sep24-Jul25 and Wait-control schools Jun25-Jul26)
· monitor training and in-school support attendance
· co-ordinate pupil tests, ensuring all pre, mid, and post tests are completed by pupils under exam conditions and according to agreed timescales 
· ensure that student attendance registers, and vocab teacher tool are returned to the project team at the end of each term.
· collate delivery data, including TA name, sessions taught, student attendance etc.
13. Treatment schools will collate delivery data, including delivery teacher, sessions taught, and pupil attendance etc during Sep2024 and Jul2025.
14. Treatment schools will deliver the programme as outlined above including staff training and delivery between Sep 2024 and June 2025, and Wait-control schools will deliver the programme from Sep 2025. Both treatment and wait control schools will ensure full engagement in data collection, and ongoing communication with the QUB team.
15. Wait-control schools will complete a register of literacy and reading interventions received by the selected pupils using a template provided to them.


The Vocabulary for Learning Trainers will:
· Provide all training for 3 staff from your school. These will include the school lead with overall responsibility for the project, and 2 intervention delivery staff (generally TAs).
· Provide one online on-going support session for school implementation staff teams.
· Work closely with the QUB project team and the schools throughout the project.

Queen’s University Belfast 
(QUB) will use school and pupil information provided by schools or the Trainer to conduct the analysis. All pupil data will be treated with the strictest confidence and will be stored in accordance with the data protection legislation, including the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Personal data will be processed as per condition 6(1)e of the GDPR under public interest purposes, because the research is considered to be a “task carried out in the public interest”. All data results will be anonymised so that no school or individual pupil or staff will be identified by the researcher from Michigan State University during analysis, or identified in any report arising from the data analysis process. The project has been approved by Queen’s University Belfast School of Social Sciences, Education & Social Work Ethics Committee.

Queen’s University Belfast (QUB) project team will:
· Act as the first point of contact with schools.
· Ensure MoU are completed by all schools prior to the commencement of the project.
· Provide information sheets and opt-in consent forms for schools to send to parents.
· Provide schools with guidance to identify suitable students for the VfR intervention.
· Provide the school with all digital reading tests (including set-up as necessary) for completion in September 2024, March 2025 and June 2025.
· Provide the school with teacher monitoring template to be returned to QUB termly.
· Provide treatment schools with pupil registers to be completed & returned to QUB termly.
· Provide treatment schools with case study template for staff teams to complete (Jun 25).
· Provide wait-control schools with template to record pupil literacy and reading interventions received.
· Work closely with the schools and the training team throughout the project. 
· QUB will provide treatment schools who have fully engaged in the project until end of December 2025 with £400. 


PLEASE COMPLETE THE NEXT SECTION - PAGES 6-7                               and return the document by email to vocab@qub.ac.uk 


School information
	Local Authority area
	

	School URN
	

	School admin email
	

	School telephone number
	

	School Ofsted rating
	

	Number of pupils in School
	

	Number of pupils in current Year 2
	

	Number of pupils in current Year 3
	

	FSM Ever6 % across school
	

	EAL % across school
	



	School Staff to be involved 
	NAME  
	Email contact

	School Lead: 
	
	

	Staff 1 to teach VfR intervention:
	
	

	Staff 2 to teach VfR intervention:
	
	

	School data manager:
	
	



Please sign a copy of this form, and return by email to Joanne O’Keeffe vocab@qub.ac.uk    

Head teacher agreement
· I agree for my school to take part in the Vocabulary for Reading project whether the school is selected to act as Treatment or Wait-Control school (Sep2024 – Dec2025). 
· I accept the responsibilities & delivery process outlined above.
· I understand the workload implications as described above and wish to participate.
· I confirm that there is capacity within the school for Teaching Assistants to deliver the intervention to eligible groups of four pupils in Year 3 and in Year 4, at least three times per week for 20minute sessions over 16 weeks during one school year.

	School Name:
	

	Head Teacher Name:
	

	Head Teacher Signature:
	                                                                                   

	Head Teacher Email 
	

	Date MoU signed
	

	Other key contact name and email: 
	



	I am willing to be contacted for future research opportunities (Delete as appropriate)       ☐ Yes      ☐ No  




This MOU constitutes the school’s agreement with Queen’s University Belfast, to participate in the Vocabulary for Reading project.


Please answer questions below (Pg7)                                                                               about programmes and interventions used in your school.

	Questions about teaching of Vocabulary in your school
	Delete as required

	Do you teach vocabulary in regular literacy class in years 3 & 4?
	Yes
	No

	Do you use a vocabulary intervention with struggling pupils in KS1?
	Yes
	No

	Do you use a vocabulary intervention with struggling pupils in Year 3?
	Yes
	No

	Do you use a vocabulary intervention with struggling pupils in Year 4?
	Yes
	No

	Please add additional comments here:





	1)  Over the last 2 years what whole class reading or vocabulary programme /teaching have you used? 

	· In Year 3:
· In Year 4: 


	2)  What targeted reading interventions are used for pupils falling behind in reading?

	· In Year 3:
· In Year 4:


	3)  What targeted reading interventions are used for pupils with poor vocabulary?

	· In Year 3:
· In Year 4:


	4)  What texts are you using with Years 3 and Year 4 classes

	· Texts in Year 3:
· Texts in Year 4:







The project has been funded by the Nuffield Foundation, but the views expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily the Foundation. Visit www.nuffieldfoundation.org          
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